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measure could be conceived, if we mean by democracy
an effort to a tie in a living tether the prince and priest
and thrall7'? H we had conscription, not only Germany
and Italy, but also our potential allies would know for

certain that we were not (as they suspect) intending to let
others do the fighting whilst we manufacture munitions of
war. . , . I cannot here develop all the advantages of the
measure I have in mind, which is doubtless too revolu-
tionary to be put into practice at this anxious moment.
(Indeed, conscription will bring us no immediate increase
in man-power.) Nevertheless, I would suggest, in bald
outline, that national service should be universal, for both
sexes, and for all ages between 16 and 60. I believe such
a measure would receive the necessary support in this free
country, but doubtless, for some time to come, only a
limited number of men would actually be required for
military purposes, but every citizen should be classified
for service, and should be under legal compulsion to serve,
when required, although he or she might not actually be
called upon for training.

Present indications are that the youth of England,
between the ages of 20 and 25, would be the first to go to
the front. This has been so in past wars, but J do not see
why we should not make a drastic innovation, to save not
so much the generous idealism of youth, although this
also is important in the nation's life, but our eugenic
future, the lives of children that might be born to us, but
will not be if we sacrifice the rising generation to make
the world safe for their elders. I would keep the young
chiefly at home, and send their elders to fight. Many
men like myself, beween the ages of 40 and 60, are sound
enough to occupy a trench or to fire a machine-gun,
Many of us have had experience of war, and are either
retired or could with advantage retire from, our occupa-
tions* We shall die soon in the course of nature: why